                 V. ART -  COMPLEXITY AND CONTRADICTION


THE

CRITICISM

OF

ART

    Since the beginning of  time and the conception of Art, it  has been complex and contradictory. Complex to those who do not try to understand it and contradictory to those who do. Granted, criticism  and  contradiction  has  always  existed  ever since  the genesis of  creation. Is it to say that  it  is correct, proper or  are we trying to demonstrate the power of our egotistical mind. Take a critic for example; his  role seems, always, to be  contradicting and criticizing a  work.  In  exercising his  power of  criticism,  he seems  to engage  himself  in a  critical  atmosphere  toward  the work for the  sake of  criticizing  it  instead  of engaging  himself within the artist soul and  to  try  to  understand  what  the  artist tried  to convey. Critics , for  most parts, can  make art  looked complex, they are constantly contradicting and criticizing it. They do not give a chance to those who do not know, let  them  open their mind and perhaps Art would be far more less complex and  contradictory.
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2 .  THE  CRITICISM  OF  ART

    Complexity and Contradiction is  a  contradistinction  in  art. There seems to be in most cases a  contrast  between  two  or  more work of art. i.e. Painting in  contrast with sculpture, writing in contrast to music or vice versa.                                                                                      Can there be complexity and contradiction  in  art   without   the   critics   involvement   and    implication ? Artists, also, can contradict   themselves  such   in   the case  of   commercial  art. Commercial artists forces themselves to  fulfill   a   requirement. No  feeling   exist  in   such    process; i.e. a  commercial   work does  not   convey  a   feeling   nor  a   meaning   realistically  or emotionally,  it  is   just  exhibiting   forms   and   shapes   in   an unorganized manner. The commercial painter for example- in his subconscious state of mind- does not want to paint this way but he has to in order to sustain  himself. A  true  painter  paints  not because he  has to,  because he feels the  sensation  deep  inside and his feelings are a reflection of his inner-self. The same applies to any  other  artists. By  the same  token, the  painter (excluding commercial  painters)  occasionally  makes   his  work  complex because he tries  to represent  something that  is  not  real  in  the viewer' eyes, simply he tries to depict  life the way he sees it and feels about  it  and  the viewer  on his  part  is at lost to what  the painter has conveyed. Painters do  not usually explain their work because it is their feelings and  feelings in the broad sense of  the word cannot be explain.

    Art cannot be criticize after you have reached a certain plateau, it can be opinionated. An artist has reached a  certain  style  when the critics and viewers, the same, starts  asking questions a  propos the work being presented. The word criticism has no  place in  art. To criticize  a  work  of  art  is  to destroy  the  artist  feelings  and emotions. Is it proper to destroy an artist  emotion  and  feeling  or to try to understand his inner state? 

        3

    Art throughout the ages has, somehow, been infiltrated by a sea of criticism. Criticized for the sake of criticism.  

    Granted, per say, we cannot rule out totally criticism in art. But there is one kind of criticism that exist  in  art: Instructive  criticism. Criticism which tell us  what  is  going  on  within  the work, which also calls our attention to certain  things which  we could  not  have understood without the call of an opinion in order to bring it to our attention. i.e. A  student  of  Art  can  be  criticized   by  his  peers because he is in the process of  learning  and  understanding  what Art is about. After grasping the meaning and the understanding of what Art really is , he is free to demonstrate, illustrate whatever he feels through his work provided he is true to it ; that is, he must be sincere to himself and perhaps he may exhibits a work of art.

     According to Croce, we are  indebted  to  his  formula  of  Art. "Art = Intuition = Expression." It clearly indicates  his recognition of the fact that art  has a  subject  matter  which  the  artist  seeks  to interpret. The expressiveness of art has been recognized  by other contemporary philosophers of art with varying degree of emphasis by such figures  like Berson  and  Alexander, Dewey  and  Parker, even by Santayana, especially  in  his  critical  essays  on  literature. Despite of their dissenting voices, the final decision of philosophers through   the  centuries   may  thus   said   to   have  sustained   the judgment of  the  critics  and  the practice  of  the  creative  artist  themselves, namely, that  art  has been  and  should  be  essentially expressive of the artist interpretation of reality and human life.
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