I                                                                                                             IV.  ART AND PERSONALITY 


OWN

EXPERIENCES

    In this section of these essays, I would like to share with you my personal experiences in relation to paintings which during the past four decades has evolved around many styles and where my  later paintings which are mostly involved with dreams, reality and primarily my inner-self which is referred to as the unconscious. These paintings are closely related to the traditionalistic style; but, still, in some degree was concerned with the feelings of using bright hues like Van Gogh did. Van Gogh’s influence upon me played an important role in my earlier paintings which showed a deep expression and feeling of his style. (Fig. 1,2,3,4, 5,6)

    Traditionalism referring to painting may somewhat be related to Surrealism, the unconscious level of the artist.
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    The surrealistic style of Max Ernst, Salvador Dali and the Cubistic style of Picasso has made a great impact upon my latest paintings which gives me great pleasure in presenting. As I go along, I shall attempt to explain each one as they relate to a particular dream along the course of my days.

Figure 7. Nude Singer in a café- My aunt was a singer, not particularly in a café, and I dreamed of her singing in the nude in a café, but the only difference is , she is slim in the portrait meanwhile in reality she is overweight. You may ask yourself why did I paint her in the opposite genre instead of her true-self? Maybe that is how I would like her to be. You may further ask why did I paint her instead of someone else and why was she in the nude instead of being clothe.

Figure 8. Mother feeding child- The lady is my mother breast feeding me. At that time, I was constantly thinking of her feeding me in this particular manner. Maybe it was a sign of insecurity, incapable of facing myself – unconsciously that is.

Figure 9. Dreams- Dreams was not really a dream but became a dream. It was a story that I have read about a girl living in a small town then left to find herself somewhere else. But her relatives remained behind. Notice a street, this street was called Main street where all the excitements and activities of the town used to take place. The black dot is the mouth of a cannon situated at the end of the intersection, that particular cannon signified that it was during the Civil War period. Notice her face, within it , there are two girls; the younger one is her reflection  when she was living with her parents and the older is her true-self at the moment of flashing back at all the things that happened to her when she lived in the town. The corn fields represents her fathers’ farm during her residence in the town, but when she came
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Back was completely destroyed. Her forehead blending into the main street thinking of how it will be if she ever goes back. But, unfortunately, she had to revisit, she could not stay away forever. All the other characters are the people that lived in the town. I could go on explaining the painting but I think it is a proper place to stop.

Figure 10. Sadness of Christ- My first instinct, which is known as the unconscious. How I pictured Christ being in the state of madness against the world, disappearing from everyone’s unconscious and spiritual state of mind which is in total contradiction with the word of God.

Figure 11. Conference- Conference is mostly concerned with my inner-self. How I think of  the world and the people that surround it and what may happen in the future. I shall stress the point on that painting  on the essay about somnambulism.

Figure 12. Madness of the Guitarist- The person playing the guitar reflects myself as seen in a dream in a state of discontentment, not being able to translate my inner-self through music.

Figure  13. Heaven, Earth and Hell- In this sketch, I dreamed that God was in a form of a tree stepping down on the devil and the branches at the top signified the doors to heaven with Gods’ hands open to receive whomsoever will chose to come in. Earth at the right of the tree in a whirlpool  and Hell at the left with the skeleton signifying death.

    There are questions that everyone asked themselves but do not really know how to answer. Why do we do things in a certain way? Why at a particular moment? How did it happen? All these questions that an artist or anyone asks, is what, really, reveals the unconscious state of mind and existence.
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