                     I. ART  AND  INTRODUCTION 


2 . WHAT IS ART?
    At each step and throughout civilizations, new tribes and people have made their own contribution. The  Art  of  the

Western culture is wonderfully various and yet at the same time it is the product of a single long distinguished tradition.

    Art, as  you may  know, is  a vast subject. To enumerate

every single aspect of  it  in  this  essay  would  be  infinitely difficult; but I shall attempt to explain its meaning to the best of my ability and  my experience. By the same token, I shall also  speak of  various  artists  and  the scope of  their work within  the realm of their  inner-self  and their influence upon me, also part of  my work  which within  the past  few years has  been, primarily,  involved  with  dreams, and  my  inner-self or in  psychological  terms  which  is  referred  to as the unconscious.

    Like any  form  of  Art,  whether  it  be  painting,  writing, sculpting, dancing, acting , architecture; there  is  no  definite method or theory  which brings  the artist  to self-expression. An  artist  is free to  express himself  in  every way  he  feels whether  it  be  proper  or  non-proper  in  the  eyes  of  the viewer. No one has the right to criticize him but to ask: Why did he do what he did and what drove him to do it?

    If I were to define Art, I would see it as an expression of

one's personal  idiosyncrasy and emotion which  flows from

a pre-conceived state of  mind  to the climax of a conscious

product.

    Art is the sublimation source of all creation, an existence,

an  experience and  ONE'S  MIND, that  is, everyone  has 

their own perception and feeling about Art.

    Art , also, is a form of communication and a part of man's

existence. It  is  a way  for one's  mind  and  thoughts  to be

transferred  from  an  unobservable event  to a sensory  free 

expression. The  artist  in  his  subconscious  has  a  blurred 

image of what he wants to convey, that is unobservable and

secretive until he transforms it into a visual form.
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    Art  is  also expressive, that  is , the artist  projects his  ego into polymorphous  transformations  into his work  which  is a reflection of  his  inner experiences. When  the emotion of  the artist is conveyed, it is  now the viewers  turn  to feel and  give a  personal  meaning  to  that  particular  subject  matter.  The interpretation of  the viewer  may be the same as the artist but may not  have experienced  it  the same manner. But, granting that all  art  is  in essence expressive, it  might  be argued  that what it expresses is  not an  interpretation of  objective  reality but  merely  the unique  personality  and  point of  view of  the individual  artist,  or  even, as  it  has  sometimes  been  urged, merely the artist's passing mood or fancy. Is this interpretation of art tenable?

    When, therefore, an  artist  expresses  himself  in his art, he simultaneously  and  necessarily  expresses  certain aspects of the  environment  that  has  formed  him, and  more  spiritually significant  his personality and outlook, the  more does  his art reveal the forces which  have made him  what  he is. Thus  the doctrine  of  art  as  self-expression   implies  that  the subject of art is, in  any  concrete  instance, not  merely  the  enduring self of the creative artist but  as much of  the objective  world as the artist  has assimilitated  in  the development of  his own personality." But  the  more significant  the artist,  the stronger has  been  his conscious  or  unconscious  preoccupation with some  aspect  of  universal  human  experience  and  the more compelling  has been  his desire  to employ  artistic form  as a vehicle not  for mere self-expression  but  for what he has  felt to be true and  revealing  interpretation of  some aspect of  his environment."1

    The artist experience can be emotional, intellectual, spiritual. In a painting for example: the painter uses  his mediums which can  be oil, water  color, ink  etc. The painter!  expresses  his hues  into  a  visual  form  which  may  be  sadness, happiness, anger or  whatever  emotion  the artist  is experiencing  or  has experienced consciously  or  unconsciously.
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The same applies to a writer, in the sense that his  work can  also be  emotional, intellectual or spiritual. Take Baudelaire for example: a superb and sensitive writer whose writings reflected the drama of his tormented   consciousness.  Art can be felt  anywhere, and  everywhere. It is a continuity of life and feeling.

    Art can be seen objectively and subjectively. Objective in  the sense that  it is affirmative where the work conveyed  is  the pure and  genuine  feeling of  the artist. By  the same  token  the  work  expresses  a  sense  of   unity  and  expressive  continuity in   the  eyes  of   the  viewer.  Subjective   in   a   way  that  the observer  has  no  sense or  understanding  of  the  work  being questioned. He can  only  say  that  he  likes  it  or  not  without, even, trying  to understand what the artist is trying to convey.

    Speaking of artist, we must not forget that scientists also play a role. Their inclusion is above all an intellectual one. He  invents formulas and  these formulas can  become an  experience. They can be done over and over again and will arrive  at  the  same solution. But to a painter it would  be  impossible  to  paint  the same painting twice. Every experience is a new experience to an artist. Everyone is an  artist in  their own ways; not necessarily in a  visible  sense  but  also  within  his soul,  that  is, One  has  the tendency to make it visible but cannot quite succeed or unless he has been trained to do so. An artist is someone that has an unlimited imagination, some have more than  others. i.e. A cook creates his own recipes to express his cooking talent  and ability,a hair stylist creates new shapes and  forms to one's head  which sometimes  changes the  look of  a person, an  architect  creates ideas on paper and turns it into reality by way of construction. 

    "Art is the activity which is consciously or unconsciously " so controlled  as  to  produce  a   result  satisfying  some  specified condition. Art can  be  divided  into  three  types: Endoletic  Art, (utilitarian arts- skilled work, engineering,) Autotelic Art( skilled in games and play) and Endoletic Art(skilled self-objectification) of which Art  in the common sense of  the term  is one specie."2
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 "Endoletic Art  is primarily  concerned with  artists' feelings and meanings to his products. The Art which is Endoletic may be said to consist in conscious, objective self-expression."3 Unconscious objectification is usually, partially, at  least a perceptual meaning but it might take place in an image version thus remaining private to the artist. Every artist has their own perception of Art.

    As stated by John Dewey: " During  the process  of our lives ,experience occurs continuously  due to  the interaction  between the  live  creature that  an  experience  is  compared  and  an experience  is gained. Such experience is a whole and carries its own individual quality and self-sufficiency." 4   An  artist  in  order  to  have  an experience to occur in one's mind is to involve action  whether  it be unconsciously  or  consciously, to create  a  balance  between doing, receiving  and  establishing  contact  with  the  realities of the world  and  in  order that  impressions may  be so related  to that their value is tested and organized. 

WHAT IS ART?

