THE

SENSITIVITY

OF

MUSIC

    During the Prehistoric times, men had not yet divided  his world into various subjects and music was one of them. Music, eversince its genesis, has come a long way. Unfortunately, our knowledge is very limited. We must  rely for our information on  ancient statuary and written records. We will  never know, exactly, how  the  music of ancient Egypt or Greece sounded like.

    Few centuries ago, men have just learned how to record sounds and preserved them in a  way  never made  possible. Today, along with  broadcasting, the  transmission  of  sound and  recording  has become an art in itself. 

    As I mentioned, music was not yet invented by men and we will, probably, never know how it began. But we may  speculate on  its birth and origin. Let us allow ourselves  to meditate , if you will, on the creation of the universe. God in his infinite wisdom created  the animals (birds of the air for example) . If you close your eyes for a few minutes and meditate on a bird, you hear it singing  and  to take one step 
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further you may think it  is one of  the  woodwinds instruments playing a  melody (flute,  bassoon,  clarinet,  piccolo.oboe) and if there are a multitude of birds, you  may think  its  a full size orchestra.(It is interesting to note that each bird that  has been created has a different sound when they are churping) God also created the trees of  the forest- if you take  the  wood  from a tree and start banging on  it  with  another  piece  of  the  same you will notice  that  it  sounds  like  the  percussion  instruments (timpani); if you dry the skin of an animal and  stretch  it  over  a hollow tree trunk, it sounds like a tambour. Each animal that has been created has a different sound when they open their mouths whether  it  be  the  lion, the  tiger, the  cat,  the  dog  and  so on. Tubes of reed were cut  to different  length  then  pierced  with holes for variable pitch which became the first instrument  known to  men. So,  has  men   imitated   the  animals?  have   we  been influenced  by  the  forms  and  sounds of creation? Yes, indeed we have. 

    As centuries passed, tools  became  more  sophisticated  and instrument makers refined their skills. Sound making became more intricate and  offered   more   precise   control  of   sound.  Even through  this process, not only sounds  of  animals  and  forms  of nature  was  imitated  but  also  the  sound  of  the  wind  and  the ocean.

    In  the creation of  music,  three  parts  exist: the  first  is  using instruments, the second  is using the  human voice and  the third is using poetry. Those three parts can  be  used  singly or all  at  the same time. According to Arnold Schonberg, the doctrine of music is  usually divided  into  these  three areas: harmony- the doctrine of chords and their  possible  connection  with  regard  to  their tectonic,  melodic,  and  rhytmic  values  and  relative  weights; counterpoint- the doctrine of the  movement   of   voices   with regard  to  motivic  combination; theory  of  form- deals   with disposition for  the construction  and  development  of  musical thoughts. 
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Music can be classified as two types: one that you can  listen to and the  other  that  you  can  dance  to. Each may  have  an impact and make  a  difference  on  one's mind, body  and  soul. During the course of this essay, I will point out  which  is  which as the music takes precedence in our lives.

    Since the birth of music, can we say: that it is sensitive, that it heals and perhaps has magical powers and enriches the soul, or can we deny the fact that music can hurt and  destroy  the  soul.

    The Bible tells us that Joshua's trumpet  toppled  the walls  of Jericho; that David cured Saul's madness  by  playing  the  harp; that in the temple at Jerusalem  the musicians played "...cymbals and psalteries and harp...and with them an hundred  and  twenty priests sounding with  trumpets," Stories  like  this  attest  to  the ancient belief that music had some kind of  magical powers, that it  could  work  miracles, cure  the  sick, in  the service  of  God, it purify the souls of  the worshippers. Even during this epoch of ours, music still plays an important role in our lives.

    To create music that will enrich the soul and relax our minds and bodies is without a doubt a work of  Art; a  masterpiece  in every sense of the word. 

    Eversince music launch its way to the new world, to a different altitude, even before Christ; it gradually began to  break  loose from   its   strict   ceremonial   ties. Music   became   increasingly complex and the pendulum of style and attittude made a hundred and eighty degree turn; climbing to new heights and has not cease eversince.

    Aristole spoke of the unbreakable bond between melody and poetry, and of the overwhelming  influence  of   music  on  our attitudes   and   passions.  Plato   believe   that   to   change   the foundations of music (which he thought should be regulated  by laws) was to invite chaos in art and  education, and  anarchy   in society and politics. "Let me make the songs of a nation" he said "and I care not who makes its laws."
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The power of music  to  influence  human  emotion  has  been exemplified throughout the ages. We still play the background of solemn music, fall in love to a sentimental strains, and march to a vigorous beat. In fact, our music has continued to express the two faces of human  symbolized  by  the  opposing  cults  of  ancient Greece. In the music  we call "Classic", composers (artists) like Bach, Handel, Mozart, we follow the Appollonian ideal of logic, orderliness, and spiritual uplift. In the music we call "Romantic", composers (artists) like Beethoven, Brahms, Chopin, Schuman, Tchaikovsky, Rachmaninoff, we celebrate the Dyonisian ideal of sensuality,  fantasy,  irregularity   and   stimulation.  Romanticism represents an approach to life and to art completely different from that of Classicism. Whereas Romanticism tends to be personal and subjective, stressing freedom. Classicism is impersonal and objective, operating within discipline. No one period or individual is completely romantic or classical, but the  personal  element  in creative expressions of the nineteenth century was so strong that the  whole  century  has  been  called  the  Age  of  Romanticism. Romanticism  can  be  regarded  as  a  subconscious  revolt   by  sensitive,  creative  persons   against   the   onrushing   Industrial Revolution and  its  mechanization  of  work,  which  seemed  to threaten the dignity of man. The dual  trends  of  Classicism  and Romanticism  were   strong   enough   to   dominate  music  of  a  continent  for  a  century, creating a  powerful  common  musical language for composers of all nationalities.

    Classical music, eversince its birth has been and still is (whether it be during the Classic or Romantic periods) a feast for the soul for many audiences and other composers (artists) as well. The Classical composer (artist) of that period dedicated himself to his work and took it with great seriousness and pride and most of all the glory was always pointed to God. For him music was not mere entertainment   but  a   passionate   expression  of   personal 
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thoughts  and   feelings. Those  composers (artists)  wanted

the audience to hear the music they have created and to feel  exactly the same way  they  felt.

    But  we  must  not   forget,  even  in  the  late   nineteenth  and twentieth  century,  many  great  composers  and  musicians have contributed to the  evolution  of  classical  music; composers  like Leonard  Bernstein,  George  Gershwin,  Aaron  Copeland,  and pianists  like Arthur Rubinstein, Vladimir Horowitz, Van Cliburn, Alfred Brendel, Andre Watts, Ivan Moravec, Alicia De Larrocha, Mitsuko Uchida,  Zubin Metha,  Pincha  Zuckerman  and   many more. Classical music did not died, perhaps it is sleeping.

    For the majority of us, I would think, Classical music resonates with history and enduring tradition, and  in  an  age  that  gives  us complete  and  easy  access  to  its  greatest  works,  there   is  a  temptation  to  view  Bach  and  Beethoven  as  we  view  Mount Rushmore, awe-inspiring, larger than life. Grand platitudes, set in stones and finished. The experience of their art, however, tells us much, much more. The music of Bach and Beethoven is certainly awe-inspiring and formidable; but its greatness -also is magic and spirit filled; it also has much to do with the fact that it is uncannily in synchronization with life, not larger than it. 

    If I do not speak of Beethoven in sweet terms, it is because he really was, in a sense, one of us- struggling, fighting, trying harder but always gazing and pressing upward. His music  often   reflects the   human   condition   in  all  its  difficulty  and   frustration,  but ultimately it always  reaches  toward  the  light. The range  of  his expression confounds all expectations, from the formidable drama of his symphonies to the intimate, highly personal meditation of his chamber music.
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Classical music is extraordinary and  incredible and  yet, at  the same  time, uncannily  inviting  and  accessible.It is also relaxing,a music that  you  can  listen to. An  adventure  that  transforms  the listener to a higher  plane  as  surely  as  it  transformed  the  artist himself. The   facts  of   history   and   the  structure  of  enduring  tradition preserve that kind  of  music  and  getting  to  know  and appreciate it, though, is still a  miracle, still a  privilege and  that  is why, centuries later, we are still grateful.

    The majority of musical audiences of  the twentieth century are still, on the whole, strongly romantic. This kind of  music enriches the soul  and  is  reassuring  rather  than disturbing-Music  should  do something for you -not to you.

    In the meantime, the creativity  of  classic and  romantic  music has diminished and a new trend of music started to appear  on the horizon making its way to the modern world.

    During the transistion  from  classical  music, the  first  style  of music that entered  the modern  era, perhaps, would  have  to  be "Folk music". A conscious interest in this style of  music began  in the nineteenth century, probably, in Europe then took  sail  to  the modern world. At this time, folk  music deserves  an  explanation, What is "Folk music"? Folk music is  simply a  way of  life  and  it deals with people and things that surrounds you; it may be a story, a love song, a  travail song, a religious song, a  war song, a  peace song,  a  patriotic  song   or  some  kind  of  events. Each  country  develops   its   own   kind   of   folk   music. Among   the   earliest composers (artists) was  Cecil  Sharpe, who  collected  many  old English songs in back   country  England  and  in  the  Appalachian mountains of America. Theodore Baker, J.W. Fewkes and Frances Dinsmore  preserved  music of  the American Indians. Bela Bartok and Zoltan Kodaly gathered  the music of  the Hungarian peasants, Kurt Schindler compiled a  collection of  Spanish  and  Portuguese folk songs, and Charles Pulsen Jackson,  Carl  Sandburg, John  and  Alan  Lomax  gathered together American folk  music  of  all  kinds,
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 including black and  white genre. Eversince, the  twentieth  century has been  inondated  with  folk music  of  all  kinds  from  love,  to religious, to war and protest. Among the latter of those composers (artists) we find composers like  Kris  Kristofferson, the late and memorable John  Denver, Johnny Cash,  Bob Dylan,  Joan Baez,  Judy Collins,  Carole King and  the  list  goes  on. Those  artists  made  an  impact  on society where their music still lingers and will be generation after generation.Folk music has always been an important ingredient in (Art) music whether or not the artist is known or not.

    A new style of music emerged on the American entourage in the middle of the eighteenth hundreds  called "Ragtime". A  style of piano jazz that grew out  of  the  banjo  solo  in  cafes  in  the  late eighteenth hundreds. The most famous ragtime (artist) pianist and composer was Scott Joplin (1869-1917), a black musician born into a poor family in  Misouri. He was an aspiring, dedicated and

Serious composer with a classical background. He developed a dream that he envisioned within his own kind and where  the  seed of an art -music- form that could  express  the  black  spirit  would  grow. His   best   known   work, "The  Maple  Leaf   Rag"  was written  in 1899; it  was  named  after  the  maple  leaf   club   in Sedalia, Misouri where Joplin played. 

    Other ragtime pianists that contributed to this style were Tom Turpin in St. Louis, " Jelly Roll" Morton  in  New  Orleans  and James P. Johnson  in  New  Jersey. Ragtime  swept  the  United States in the early nineteenth hundreds  and  was  also  heard  in  Europe as  played  by  John  Philip  Soussa's  band.  Also, Igor Stravinsky, a classical pianist, was inpired  by the hoarse sounds of ragtime which led him to compose "Piano Rag-music".
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    Scott Joplin's dreams was never brought to reality  until  after his  death;  his  work  became  famous  and  brought  fame  and fortune to others. Scott Joplin's music was sensitive and genuine that it became a pillar for black  music and  musicians the  same.He laid the foundation  for future  black composers (artists) and paved the way  for  them  that  they  may  reach  the  climax  of success. Many black musicians, composers (artists) due  to  the binding force of slavery during that  period  dove  into  music  in order to ease the pain and be  lifted  by  the  magical  power  of music where they did find a solace.

    Music in the United States did not stop  there, a  very  unique style emerged on the superficie of music call "Jazz". I cannot put my mind to a definition of jazz, per say, because a  genuine, true meaning  may  not   be  attain  and  agreed  upon  by  one.  But, fortunately, Barry Ulanov hit it right on the dot. He says: "Jazz is an art of  feeling, its performers  nurture  their  feelings  with  the tenderness of a parent, the  tension  of  a  frustrated  adolescent, and the violence of a dispossess adult. To find feelings and  to hold them, Jazz musicians use every  means  known  to art  and some new ones that themselves have invented; their procedures are   alternately   controlled   and   disorderly,   anarchical   and academic. They have developed virtuoso playing techniques  to fit them. They have established a whole new series of traditions. All are in the service of feeling." I cannot  agree  more  with this definition for the simple fact that music like jazz is a feeling which cannot be contradicted.

    Before continuing, I would like to share with you the following definitions  in regards to jazz that were  made  by  jazz  musicians  themselves.

    Wingy Manone: "Feeling an increase in tempo though you're still playing at the same tempo."

    Benny Goodman: "A band swings when its collective improvisation is rhythmically integrated."
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    Gene Krupa: "Complete and inspired freedom of rhytmic

inspiration."

    Jess Stacy:"Syncopated syncopation."

   Glenn Miller:  "Something that you have to feel; a sensation that can be conveyed to others."

    Frankie Froeba: "A steady tempo, causing lightness and relaxtion and a feeling of floating."

    Louis Armstrong: "My idea of how a tune should go."

    Ella Fitzgerald: "Why, er-swing is-well, you sort of feel-uh-uh. I don't know- you just swing."

    By way of these definitions, we can come to a conclusion that jazz is a feeling that comes from the inner-soul which flows from unconscious state of mind to a conscious one.

    Let me ask, If I may, this question: Can a feeling be described or can it be expressed? I believe we, all, can arrive at  a  simple conclusion that it could  only  be  expressed. A  feeling  is  not  a  painting or a three dimension object that you can observe visually, your inner-soul is communicating with you and you  may  express it visually or you may express it by hearing; such  in  the  case  of music.

    Speaking of  jazz, where  did  it  started  and  when? No on really knows, its beginning is obscure. But we can speculate that it could have taken root somewhere in New Orleans sometimes in the early nineteen hundred. Jazz owes its beginning to Ragtime which we saw earlier. Eversince jazz entered the American scene of  music, it   has   become   one  of  America's  most  important contributions to the world of Art.

    How do you  create  jazz  music? You  cannot  sit  down  and compose jazz. It comes on the spur of the moment. The  nucleus of jazz is its melody, rhythm and  harmony  which  is  poured  out from your soul and  laid  before  an  audience. Jazz is  based  on improvisation; it  uses  rhythms, melodies We  may  say  that  the heart  of   jazz  is   in   its  rhythms. Let us note  in  passing  that improvisation was not only  used  in jazz  but also as early as  the classic and romantic periods by Bach, Beethoven and others. Jazz took many avenues and many different styles that are difficult to define. Jazz musicians are constantly seeking for  new sounds,  styles  and   beat.  Among   the   styles   that   have 
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emerged  to the surface of jazz  music; we  find Dixieland, Blues, Boogie-woogie, Swing,  Bop,  Progressive  jazz   and   a   much   smoother  style referred to as  "Symphonic Jazz" then later set  sail  to  the Latin terre  where  we   find  music  like  the  Rumba, Conga, Mambo, Cha-cha-cha to a  more modern, fast  moving and complex style like Merengue and Salsa.

    The rhythm of jazz has been sucessfully brought to light by the combinations of these following instruments: the drums, the piano, the guitar or the banjo and the string bass which have been used in the earlier form of jazz then others were  introduced  such  as the cornet, the clarinet, the trombone, the trumpet, the saxophone and many more instruments .

    Recognition must be given to some of the composers (artists) that made jazz what it is today. Composers like Charles "Buddy" Bolden whom is considered the king of early jazz with his band "Bolden's Ragtime band" in the  late  eighteenth  hundreds.  In addition to Bolden's band there were the "Olympia band" led by Fred Keppard on the  cornet  and   the  "Eagle  band"  where William Bunk Johnson was the leader with his cornet as well.

    Style like Dixieland jazz was introduced by Jack "Papa" Laine with his formed band "Laine's ragtime band" in  New  Orleans. This band was the  first all white musicians  during  that  time.

    Another style of jazz was becoming known; it was referred to as the "Blues". W.C.Handy "the father of blues" introduced  this style in his effort to launch  it  in  the  early  nineteenth  hundreds.We must not forget that slavery was in force during these periods and that style of music had been sung by  slaves  working  in  the cotton fields  all  over  the  south, but  was  never  written  down. Blues singers like Ma  Rainey  and  Betsy  Smith  sang  in  black  Vaudeville houses and sold records  only  to  black  souls. Their style of  singing influenced musicians as well as others singers.
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    Musicians like Louis Armstrong,  famous  trumpet player;  Ray  Charles, a  blind   pianist  and   even  classical composers  like  George  Gershwin,  Aaron  Copeland   and   Ravel  have  been inspired by that style. But we must not forget  the  most  famous blues singer and guitar player of this epoch Riley B. King known as " B.B.King." He  remains  perhaps   the  best   known   blues musician, respected and loved by both the intransigent blues fan to the casual listener to whom he represents their entire love and understanding of "blues". Being a musician (guitarist), I must say that his music is the hardest to fake or imitate because  it  is  and represents the core and soul of  B.B.King. It is pure feeling. The blues according to B.B.King still deals with the nuts and bolts of everyday  life. Let  us  not   forget   that  B.B.King  is  a  master, perhaps  the master, of  the  electric  blues guitar and most of all known  as  the  king  of  the  blues. In  passing, I  would  like  to introduce you  to two of  his close friends, his  two guitars which accompanied  him  through hard times and  good times from  the beginning; his first acoustic guitar which  he named Stella  and his second one which was an electric guitar which he named  Lucille which, still, accompanies him.

    Another form of blues called the Boogie-Woogie emerged. A style of jazz piano which gave birth in Kansas city  and  Chicago. Boogie-Woogie became  popular in the United States  sometime in the middle nineteenth thirties  with  the  efforts of  pianists  like Jimmy Yancey,Meade  Lux  Lewis, Albert  Ammons  and  Peter Johnson. As I mentioned earlier, rhythm is the heart of jazz so it is, also, in Boogie-Woogie. It is its driving force.

    In the 1930's, the ascencion of the "Swing" was seen  above the horizon of jazz. That style was a combination of  the New Orleans jazz with the faster  Chicago style. The swing was more complex than the sounds of Dixieland jazz and it was sweeter than  the  New  Orleans  jazz. During the 1930's   and    the   early   1940's   swing    bands   were 
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growing,  musicians   like  Benny Goodman,   Dorsey  Brothers,   Duke  Ellington,  Count  Basie, Glenn Miller and Artie Shaw were being  introduced  and  each one was developing a style and arrangement of  their own. It is interesting to note, in passing, for the first time in the  history of  jazz that black and white musicians were playing  together. The  first mixed group was that of  saxophonist Charles Barney, then  the Goodman  band  who  introduced   black  musicians  like  Teddy Wilson,  Lionel  Hampton,  Charlie  Christian  to  fame   playing together  with  white  musicians  as  Gene Krupa,  Harry  James, Buddy Berrigan,  Jess Stacy  and   Mel Powell. The Goodman band became famous with the leadership of Benny who became known as the "King of the Swing".

    We must not forget that music is catholic language and not to be discriminated upon due to your race or religion. Music has a way to enrich the soul which will keep your spirit up or it may destroy your soul and keep your spirit down. One's soul can be sensitive to a certain kind of music which may heal you or hurt you. We must not look  at  one's appearance  but  instead  look deep inside the musician soul and the product  may  bring  some uplifting in one's soul.

    With the continuation of jazz, during the 1940's, another style arose and Charles Christopher Parker developed a form of jazz called the "Bop". The Bop was also known as Rebop or Bepop. Parker's creativity included intricate rhythmical patterns, his style resembled that of the tenor saxophonist Coleman Hawkins in his use of complex chord alterations and substitutions. Other jazz musicians that followed his footsteps were John Birks Gillepsie, Thelonious Monk, Earl Powell and Max Roach.

    Like Scott Joplin in  the early 1900's, George  Gershwin believed in creating a bridge between folk/popular and  classical music. Gershwin being a child of New York City's streets, the result of his belief  was  the  development  of "Symphonic Jazz". Gershwin's success was his 
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Composition of "Blue Monday Blues" which followed  by "Rhapsody in Blue" where fame and  fortune followed him. The marriage between folk/popular and  classical music awakened the  world  to  the  appeal  of  symphonic  jazz. Gershwin persevered in the development of symphonic jazz and later composed "Concerto in F", "An American in Paris", "Lady be good", "Funny Face",  "Strike up the band", "Girl crazy", "Of Thee I sing" and his most rewarding,dramatic and enduring work of music the  folk  opera "Porgy and Bess" which  he composed late in  his  career  before  his  death. Gershwin's works left  an everlasting impression toward  jazz and paved the way for other musicians which led to other styles of jazz.

    During  the 1950's big  bands  started  disappearing  from  the scene and solo musician became  the center of attraction  on  the stage in popular music; they  started  forming  small  jazz  groups known  as "combos", and  introduced  "Progressive Jazz"  which set the pattern  for other  performers. Progressive Jazz was not meant for dancing but  for listening. The melodies were smooth, the harmonies were dissonant and the rhythms were syncopated that the accents were barely felt. Progressive Jazz is so smooth, it does not shout but almost whispers the sweet arrangement of the piece. Composers,  (artists)  performers  like  Miles  Davis, trumpeter; David Brubeck, pianist; Paul Desmond,  saxophonist have paved the way  for other artists (musicians)  that  wanted  to experience and enter the realm of Progressive "Cool" Jazz. Cool jazz was adopted  and  refined  by  musicians (artists) like  tenor saxophonist  John Haley  Sims  and  Stanley Getz  and  baritone saxophonist Gerald Joseph Mulligan.

    The innovation of jazz did not stop  here; in  the 1960's, two innovators of  "Contemporary Jazz" appeared on  the scene, the saxophonist   John William Coltrane  and   the  alto  saxophonist Ornette Coleman. They were greatly influenced by the legendary Miles Davis.
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 Coltrane improvised within the strict set  modes or  scales, in contrast to the completely free improvisation developed by Coleman. Other musicians like clarinetist  James Peter Giuffre, bassist  Charles  Mingus,   tenor  saxophonist   Theodore  Walter  Rollins and pianist Cecil Percival Taylor continued to experiment and develop new methods of improvision. 

    For a few years jazz was lethargic then by the middle of  the 1970's, jazz began to recapture its lost popularity. New jazz artist, combos or solos were being born.Groups like Acoustic Alchemy led by guitarist Nick Webb and Greg Carmicael, Spyro Gyra led by saxophonist Jay Beckenstein, Kilauea with Daniel Ho at the piano, Ottmart Liebert + Luna Negra and solos musicians (artists) like guitarist Earl Klugh, saxophonists like David Sandborn and Kenny G. and many more have set sail into the deep side of jazz, searching for new styles and beat.

    Jazz   has become respectable   in  its  progress  from  the waterfront segregated night clubs  to symphony halls  all  around the world. Whether it will remain  an art  of  improvisation  as  it was when it started, or will  become  more complex  remains  to be seen.

   Jazz did not, only, remain in North America but also set sail to South America and the Carribeans; its exact origin is not exactly known. Speculation arises that its roots may have started somewhere in Africa during the nineteenth century with native instruments such as tambours with a strong rhytmic sound then later was developed in the Carribeans and South America. Jazz, during that time took a totally, completely, different avenue from its beginning which I choose to call: “Neo- Progressive Jazz”. The development of this style was different from the earlier forms in such that music and dancing took shape. That style was revolutionary within the realm of music. One of the earliest style was the "Rhumba", a dance having its origin among   black   Cubans. The principal instrument was the 
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tambour where one or  several were played at the same time with different pitch. Credit was not given to a particular person for that style, per say, but the whole country was embraced by that style of music. From  the rhumba grew the "Mambo"; a dance resembling the  rhumba which  was developed  in  Haiti  amongst  the  Haitian  creole. Not  much  is known a propos the mambo and whom started it and when.

    Another style that emerged from the rhumba was the"Conga", a Latin American dance where the dancers  formed a  winding line.The exact place of origin is not known and whom developed it. From the three  previous  styles  mentioned; two  other  styles emerged  on  the  horizon of  Neo-Progressive Jazz: "Salsa" and  "Merengue". These two styles of  music have  revolutionized  the world of  music  mentally and  physically  in  the  Latin  Americans entourage and in the Carribeans.

    "Salsa" was a diversified version of   the  rhumba  which  was refined   in  Puerto  Rico  in  the  1950's  by  the  most  popular performer of the salsa age Tito Puente. Tito Puente and his band torn the Latin population with his music.  Salsa  is  complex  in  the style of dancing and despite that fact it has become  the  national music and dance of  the  Latin world. Tito Puente became known as the "King of Salsa" and many other performers and musicians have followed his footsteps and lamentably, Hector Lavoe one of the pioneer of Classical Salsa, lays silently within the depth of our memories. Salsa did  not, only, stay  in  Puerto Rico but also spread  in  the carribeans  to  countries  like  Cuba (where the rhumba started) and  South America  with  incredible performers  like  Celia Cruz "The Queen  of  Salsa"  from  Cuba and Johnny with Angelo Torres leading  their band "Grupo Niche" in Colombia, South America. Other performers and musicians like Tito Rojas,  Oscar De Leon,  Charlie Palmieri,  Eddy  Santiago, Pedro  Conga,   female   artist   like  La  India,  Gloria   Estefan and    bands   like   Hermanos   Moreno,   El    Gran    Combo, Orquestra  de  la  Luz, and  many more have contributed  to the style of salsa with their great and  unforgettable music  which  will last perpetually.
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 Salsa was not the only music and dance being performed; at the same time another style was being developed and played in Dominican Republic known as "Merengue", a refined mambo with much more liberated and fast moving which caught up with Salsa very rapidly.

    Merengue, like Salsa, planted the seed in the Latin population - body and soul-  and  flourished  throughout  the  carribeans  in  countries like Dominican Republic, Haiti, Puerto  Rico,  Cuba  and  throughout   South   and   Central America in countries like Colombia, Venezuela, Panama,Costa-Rica and many more. One, particular, performer  that  launched  merengue  to  its  climax  is Wilfredo Vargas from  the  Dominican  Republic  known  as  the "King of  Merengue" and many other performers have appeared on the horizon with their contribution, artists  like Sergio Vargas, Johnny  Ventura,  Gaby  Lantigua,  female  artists   like   Sandra Torres, Zona Roja  and  bands  like La  Gran  Manzana  led  by Victor Roque, La Patrulla 15 with  their  leader  Jossie  Esteban, Los Vecinos, Grupo Wao, Oro Solido, Los Hermanos Rosario, Las Chicas del Can and Merengue booty Girls(all female groups from Dominican  Republic), Proyecto Uno and  the  list goes  on. With the contribution of Merengue to  the  music world, I  must not fail to mention that it is sensuously contagious due to physical  attraction between one to another.

    The omega of "Salsa" and "Merengue" is nowhere in sight and perhaps never will be. It is the life of  the Latin world,  it is  like blood  flowing through their veins. Salsa and Merengue can  help you maintain a good and healthy physique due to the  fact  when you hear it , you have to get up  and  dance, you  cannot  remain seated; there is a driving  force within you that  forces you to get up and dance. It does not, only, help you with your physique but also it will  help you  mentally; if  you are depressed, it will  uplift your soul; if you are sad, it will make you happy.
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Granted, I am  not  eliminating  other  music  within  the  Latin realm; each one relates to a particular culture and  through music it is being reflected and conveyed  to each ethnic group for  their  enrichment.

    At this time, I would like to regress to the 1950's where music made a hundred and eighty degree turn in Northern America and Rock-n-Roll exploded and took a new dimension in the realm of music and teenagers responded with great enthusiasm. Eversince Rock-n-Roll appeared, it  has taken  many avenues, where other styles  of  Rock  have  infiltrated   the   minds   and   soul   of  the  young  generation.

    I wish to clarify with this introductory remark  that rock-n-roll was not a new form of  jazz, but  a  combined  elements  of  fast blues, Dixie land jazz, boogie-woogie  and  American  folk  music. Rock-n-Roll is completely different from other styles of music, it is on a pedestal of its own. Despite the uniqueness and originality of  Rock music, we  are  essentially  working in  a  format  which dates back to legendary performers  like  Chuck Berry and  Elvis Presley, Jerry Lee Lewis as are all  the  modern  rock  bands  of today  are. Rock-n-roll  music  has  always  been a "rediscovery" art  form, with  each of  its  major  components  investigating  the music's  rich   and   varied  heritage. Rock  music  has  inevitably  created a new lifestyle  and  a  sense  of  identity  from  a  distinct beginning.

    What is the basis for creation in  the world of  rock music? Rock  music can  be categorized  as  five  types: Traditional  rock, Folk  rock, Light  rock, Heavy rock  and  Alternative rock. Rock music definitely fills space with loud and large volumes that gaze in time with rhythmic pulses. Rock  music is an  absolute abstract  form  of  expression; it  has  always  created an  incessant  friction between  the traditional  way  of  expressing  one self   and   the modification   and    the  conception   of   contemporary   music.  Furthermore,  rock  musicians  live  the record , the 
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emotions  and  intensities of  society  in  the  economic  and  social  traditions of today.

    Charles Belz, an art historian at Brandeis University, refers to Rock as "Folk Art" and he  puts  it  in  the  mainstream  of  the history of art. Can we find a place in our  minds and  hearts  to  agree that Rock is "Folk Art"? 

    It  is  to  this  general  question - of   the  distinction  between  Traditional  (Folk) rock, Light rock, Heavy rock and Alternative  rock  that  I wish  to address  these passages  in  order to clarify  the position of  rock within  the  realm of  music. Eversince  rock  music emerged on the scene during the 1950's, there has been a contradiction -if not to say a protest- in regards to this particular style because society had a preconceived notion that rock music was  bad  because  it  was  totally  different  from  earlier  styles. Distinguishing   between   the   five  categories   of   rock   music  mentioned earlier, Heavy  rock  is  the most disturbing (physically and  mentally) due to the  fact  that  it  hurts  the soul  instead  of  healing  it. The complexity of this subjective generalization arose from past experience growing up as a teenager where a hearing loss was suffered. By no means, I am implying that all rock music is bad or of  a  lesser quality  in  comparison  with other styles of music because  the  emotions and  expressions  are different. The distinction I have just made must be cautiously applied. It might very well be rejected by  the  artists   themselves  even though they may refuse to admit it to their fans.

    The public audiences and  the popular press who condemned rock   music   in   its   inception   did  so  because  they  did  not understand  the  identity of  the music they  heard. they  failed  to grasp   the  essential  difference  between   classical   music  and  modern music, a  difference  teenagers  unconsciously  accepted without proof. 
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With the conscious growth of traditional rock during the 1950's with performers  like Elvis Presley whom is known as the king of  rock-n-roll, Chuck Berry  with  his  electrifying  guitar  and  Jerry  Lee  Lewis  with  his unorthodox piano playing; rock  music  continued  to  blossom resulting in a popular music known as Folk rock with performers like  Boby   Dylan,  Harry   Chapin,  Kris  Kristofferson,  James Taylor, Joan Baez, Joni  Mitchell, Carol  King, Carly Simon and many more that  have contributed to  that  style. The majority of the audiences nowadays still clings to this particular style due to its sensitivity and the emotions that  was conveyed through  their music and lyrics. The musical nostalgia still lingers in  the  minds and  hearts  of  many. Rock  music  did  not  stop  there, it  took another  turn during  the 60's and 70's with another popular style called  Light rock with  bands  like  the Beattles, Pink  Floyd, the Doors, the Moody Blues (which is considered as classical rock- the King of Classic Rock) and in passing, I must not fail to mention and give recognition to the original performers which made this band possible starting with their lead vocalist, guitarist Justin Hayward; vocalist, bassist John Lodge; vocalist, flutist Ray Thomas; vocalist and keyboards Mike Pinder; vocalist and percussions Graem Edge and  the Who  that  have dominated  the world with their music where it stills lingers. During the 80's, another style of rock music emerged known as Heavy or Hard rock. We can trace the origin of  Heavy  (Hard rock)  rock  back  to  the  60's at  Woodstock where it was known as Acid  rock at  that  time. This style  took, completely, control   of    the   minds  of   the  young  generation; promoting  sex,  experiencing with drugs and alcohol, resulting in family breakups and death. I cannot stress, enough, the point that this style  has been  and  is  anti-family   values,  anti-social, even  going  as  far as  sanctioning  violence. The hearts of  many  have sank as a result of  this style of music. Can this kind of  music be sensitive to  the inner soul? Of all the Rock styles of music, I  find  myself  struggling  with Heavy  rock  but  I cannot seem to find a solace there.
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    During the late nineteen nineties, another rock style appeared which was called Alternative Rock which could be a blend between Light Rock and Heavy Rock which was developed by artists like Alanis Morissette, Tracy Chapman, Jewel, Sinead O’Connor, Lyle Lovett, Elvis Costello, John Hiatt and bands like Blues Traveler, The Cranberries, Hootie and the Blowfish. This style is  not as radical  as Hard  rock, some feelings and  emotions  can  still  be experienced.

    I  have  tried  to outline some of  the qualities of  Rock  music which shows that  it  is not all  bad  and  in  doing  so, I  am fully aware of the risks in generalizing such a large body of work.

    During the explosion of rock music, other popular music was being performed; music that could be considered contemporary. The smoothness and softness of  contemporary music  became popular amongst the older generation after the fever of rock music cooled off. The sensitiveness of contemporary music has been engraved in the hearts of many audiences and its popularity has greatly increased during the past three decades.

    Before we continue to explore contemporary music, we must at this time define its meaning in order to understand its content. Contemporary music, perhaps, is a blend between classical and folk music where the softness and the sensitivity of its lyrics and melodies has penetrated the soul of many audiences through its distinct style. Contemporary music could be categorized in two sections: Early and late contemporary. In the early contemporary music we find memorable performers within the American-English entourage such as Frank Sinatra, Perry Como, Mario Lanza, Andy Williams, Dean Martin, Nat King Cole, Sammy Davis Jr., Johnny Mathis, Tom Jones, Engelbert Humperdinck with female artists like Doris Day, Connie Francis, Peggy Lee, Barbara Streisand, Julie Andrews; in the world of French contemporary   music, we   find   performers   like   Charles Aznavour, George Moustaki;
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female  artists  like Edith Piaf, Nana Mouskouri, Sylvie Vartan, Marlene Dietrich and many more who has contributed to this style and in the late contemporary, within the American entourage,  we find performers like the memorable John Denver, Neil Diamond, Cat Stevens, Elton John, Barry White,  Lionel Richie, Kenny Rogers,  Michael Bolton, Brian Adams and female artists, Canadian born, Celine Dion; American artists like  Bette Midler, Mariah Carey, Whitney Houston, Toni Braxton and  in the world of Spanish contemporary music, we see figures like Julio Iglesias, Raphael, Jose-Luis Rodriguez, Camilo Sesto, Sandro, and female artists like Lucia Mendez, Rocio Durcal, Ednita Nazario, Gloria Estafan and the list goes on. The female artists just mentioned in regards to the late contemporary was not picked out of random, but precisely thought of because of their exquisite and sensuous voices. The latter can easily be associated with the younger generation of the seventies through the nineties which has captured the hearts of many and where this particular style still finds a place.                                                    

    By no means, I am eliminating or avoiding other artists within the realm of contemporary music because their music is as important as those artists previously mentioned and credits must be given to them as well.   

    Contemporary music has not only been involved with lyrics and music but also took form in instrumental compositions. This style of music can be seen through the compositions of Spanish performer Di Blasio, American composer Peter Nero and the late American composer, artist Henri Mancini and Liberace. I must not fell to mention the outstanding compositions of Andrew Lloyd Webber as depicted in his music of The Phantom of the Opera.

    Contemporary music whether it be instrumental or lyrical has made a great impact and has captivated the hearts and souls of many audiences of this generation and where it stills lingers. 
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At this time, I must take another step within the realm of music to a style that became known as New Age. New Age music, for most part, is a blend between classical, contemporary and light rock music with the introduction of using sounds from nature such as the sounds of the wind, the ocean waves, river flowing, sounds of birds and so forth. During the past two decades, New Age music has become very popular, thanks   to  the  introduction   of  outstanding 

performers  like  Greek  composer, pianist, Yanni;  American composer, pianist and saxophonist John Tesh; American pianist David Lanz and the gifted composer and arranger David Arkenstone with his invitation  that allows us to enter a formidable realm of wonder and beauty with his keyboard and synthesize symphonic sounds; Spanish guitarist Ottmar Liebert with his group Luna Negra and the popular group of Tangerine Dream being led by Edgar and Jerome Froese from Germany, Dan Gibson's Nature Sounds and not to mention many more that have contributed to this particular style. In passing, I would like to mention that Tangerine Dream could be regarded as Post New Age music because of their electrifying compositions. Without a doubt, the conception of New Age music has taken a new dimension within the realm of music, where we embark upon a journey of imagination, for inspiration in our quests and the continuation of its development is leaving an everlasting impression in our hearts and souls. 

    Now, I must face another style of music that emerged during the nineteen nineties which, perhaps, rooted in Northern America amongst the Afro-American population which is called Rap. This style of music has revolutionized the world of modern music and has been under scrutiny; this controversial style has taken flight amongst the younger generation and is growing faster than a weed and even faster than a blink of an eye. For me to capture the significance of Rap music, the pros and the cons, I had to embraced myself within that style in order to understand it. Many people view Rap as a hodgepodge of lyrics promoting sex and violence which in turn creates discord within the listener’s that it draws, but the original Rap was never intended to be expressed in that manner. Just like any other artistic expression, these artists relates to their environment and its conditions. They rap about what they know and their past experiences. Rap music, for the most part, is not to be accepted; just to be heard.

                                THE SENSITIVITY OF MUSIC  .  23

    Rap music is a way of life; it depicts a certain ethnic group, which for the most part, that is trying to capture the minds and the souls of the younger generation. Rap is a song that is not sung but verbalized in a rhythmic manner. In comparison to Opera; Rap is a story that is told with a rhythmic flow of music. It is poetry that is set to music. In the past, musicians like Millie Jackson and Barry White would take a break in a song and would speak out the phrases, but would stay in the rhythm of the music until they were ready to return to singing; this caught on with other artists and the length of the verses grew longer until and finally the entire song was spoken instead of sung. Rap music was only prevalent with Afro-American artist. Songs being rapped-out began to catch the attention of urban America; especially with people who could not sing. It was a way of expressing oneself without having to sound vocally unfavorable. Rap grew from fad to mainstream stability because of the many different styles that developed from it. It was necessary to find new ways through this art form to make it fresh and vibrant in order to keep it from dying.

    In relating to Rap music, there seems to be four kinds which are totally different from each other. The original stance to Rap was the interjection phrase form where Rap was interjected into a song to enhance or give the singer a vocal intermission. Then, there is the Freestyle Rap- This is an expression of just about anything. There is no true structure to the prose, just babbling. This was a form developed to show the Rapper’s wit, sharpness, intellect and spontaneity. This is also the style used in battling when two Rappers would rap against each other to demonstrate which one is more superior. Next, we find Storytelling ( Musical Poet) where a rapper would write a story in standard poetry prose with rhymes at the end of each phrase. This form was developed for the sake of enjoyment in rhyming and telling stories. Finally, the most controversial, Gangsta Rap which surface as an expression of living in the condition of gangs and drugs cliques. They speak of murder, violence and death. Drugs and money are a major accents  in the life of  these composers. This style depicts the one that has the most power.
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    There are many rappers in the game of Rap from past to present. The genesis of Rap music, perhaps, may have started, during the senventies, in the Bronx, N.Y.C. with a group called “The Ferocious Three” which put Rap on the map of music. By this time, there were many rap groups in clubs and house parties but none in the mainstream of music. Rap was silent for a couple of decades but took flight at a higher altitude during the nineties with composers like Heavy D., D.J.Jazzy Jeff, Big Daddy Kane and Fresh Prince now known as Will Smith. Others strong runners came along in the race like Cool J., Ice Cube, Snoop Doggy Dog, Puff Daddy, Bad Boy team, the Lost Boys and also Honorable mention to the late Notorious Big and Tupak Shakur. These men were and have made a strong impact on today’s society, especially among the younger generation, through their unorthodox style of  music. They, also, caused great controversy with the vulgarity and indescent messages that was sent across the airways. Later on popular female rap artist shook the rap world with the involvement of Salt-N-Pepa; originally from Queens, N.Y.C. with the involvement of Cheryl James (known as Salt); Sandy Denton ( Pepa) and Spinderella (Roper) who were the first women to enter the rap scene. After they have dredged the way; other female rappers followed their footsteps with the introduction of Queen Latifah (originally Dana Owens) who was born in Newark, New Jersey. Queen Latifah became known as the Aretha Franklin of rap for her fusion of reggae, soul and jazz. Other female performers like MC Lyte, Yo-Yo, Foxy Brown and Missy Misdemeanor Elliot stood strong in the game to keep the ladies on the map of rap music. As different styles developed, many other rappers emerged on the horizon. Then, with no surprise, there was RUN-D.M.C. a very celebrated rap group formed in Queens, N.Y.C.-RUN (Joseph Simmons), D.M.C.(Daryll McDaniels) and deejay Jam Master Jay (Jason Mizell) that broke the color barrier and crossed into white America. RUN-D.M.C. was the first rap group to gain wide popularity with rock and pop music fans with their album Raising Hell in 1986. Rap music did not only reside in North America but took flight to Latin America and the Caribbean with the introduction of Latin Rap by the famous group called Proyecto Uno, Los Illegales and El General who paved the way for other performers within the Latin entourage.
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    Rap in comparison with other style of music is an extension and expression of the artist life experiences and opinions where the majority of messages sent is involved with violence, sex and drugs. By no means I am agreeing with their messages being sent; but unfortunately they are expressing a lifestyle of an environment of which they are part of and which is unfavorable.

    With all the controversies that engulfed Rap music; will it remain in the mainstream of music or will it stop flowing ?

With this question in mind, perhaps, Rappers will make a gallant effort to clean up the game of rap and return to the original meaning and art of Rap.

    In a world full of change, the experiences  of  the last several generations have brought  a new depth to the ways we perceive music. While the inexhaustive legacy of  classical music is still  at the heart of  those  perceptions, we  have  discovered  just  how amazing the  world  of  sounds  surrounding  it  can  be. We also take  pleasure  in  finding  unexplored  aspects of  the  traditional European  repertoire (referring  to classical music); though, today classical  music's  greatest  composers  have  become  important bridges between the sounds of  the romantic and  modern  music.

    All other styles of music are as  important and credits must be given  to  those  artists  with  their creativeness that have made it possible for us  to expand our  minds  into  the depth of  musical awareness. Music is a catholic language, it has permeated  the minds and souls of every  human being one way or another; it  is also understood  by a multitude of  people all over the globe and has become part of our every day life. A final thought that is to be left upon the table of our hearts is that: Music which enriches the soul is a beacon of light for the weak and the weary.

